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THE MONTH. 


Suvce our last issue, a very heavy affliction has fallen upon the beloved Sovereign 
of these realms in the death of her youngest son, the Duke of Albany. Such universal 
sympathy has been shown by all classes of Her Majesty's subjects, and such spendid 
and unanimous testimony has been borne by the most gifted tongues and pens to 
the abilities and virtues of the young Prince, so unexpectedly, called away, that it 
would be superfluous to say much in these pages. The hopes of the nation, 
clustered round him, who seemed more specially to be the heir of his father’s qualities 
of wisdom, cultare, and moral worth, have been disappointed by the early close of so 
promising a career. The letter addressed by Her Majesty to her people speaks at 
once of her depth of sorrow and of the consolation she has found in the universal 
sympathy which has been felt for herself, and the appreciation of the noble 
qualities of her son. The Throne is not removed from the touch of sorrow any more 
than the humblest cottage. Under the shadow of bitter bereavements, human 
hearts feel alike, and the Sovereign finds a balm to her wounded spirit in the 
assurance of love which her grief has drawn forth. The courage which has always 
been a remarkable feature of Her Majesty's character shines forth in the few words 
she has now indited. She will not yield to that natural seeking for seclusion which 
repeated strokes of bereavement tend to produce. For her people's sake she will 
bear up and strive to fulfil every part of her royal duties. The assurance is welcome 
to all her subjects, whose earnest wish is that she may long be spared to fill the 
throne to which she has added a new lustre by her many virtues. Throughout other 
countries the royal letter has been read with sympathy and profound respect. In an 
age of revolutionary ideas a fresh stability is given to the cause of monarchy by the 


The operations of thé French in Tonquin have been followed by some unpleasant 
but not surprising consequences A massacre of missionaries and converts has 
taken place in that region. Those who have fallen victims have been chiefly 
foreigners, but there is some fear that the native Christians may be exterminated in 
some localities. The worst of it is, that Protestant missions are apt to be 
confounded with those of the Roman Catholies. Under the general designation of 
“ foreigner” all Europeans are liable to be included, and the evil doings of one 
section may be revenged on another. We are very far from being in sight of the 
termination of the affair. M. Patenotre’s mission to the seat of war is believed to 
be under instructions to carry things diplomatically with a high hand. The 
establishment of a French protectorate in the disputed region and the exagtion of a 
war indemnity, are the two points on which it is supposed France will insist. How 
I 


x 
\ 


-<, 


130 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. [May 1, 1884. 


embarrassing this state of matters is to Protestant missionaries must at once be 
evident. The itching for military glory which again has begun to operate in France 
is an element of mischief. In Madagascar, as well as in Tonquin, we have seen its 
evil consequences, and it is most earnestly to be hoped that it will soon abate. 


The precedence given to Oardinal Manning in the list of those appointed on the 
Royal Commission on the housing of the poor has called forth several energetic 
protests from associations representing the Protestant feeling of the country. It 
has been pointed out that the title of Cardinal carries with it by implication an 
assertion of the temporal sovereignty of the Pontiff. A cardinal is an ecclesiastical 
prince, and precedence granted to him is a recognition of his master’s authority. If 
the principle were carried out of recognizing Roman titles, the dignified ecclesiastics 
of that Charch would always be able to secure a priority of place. Unfortunately, 
there seems to be too much leaning in that direction. It is a symptom that there is 
no longer the wide-spread abhorrence that there used to be in this country of every- 
thing appertaining to the Pope. There may have been a good deal of ignorance and 
prejudice in such a feeling, bat on the whole it acted as a safeguard against the 
intrusion of priesteraft. Things are changed now-a-days. Men have got beyond the 
bigotry of their forefathers. It has become too much the fashion to speak with 
sort of reverence of the Church of Rome, of her antiquity, her stateliness, and 
authority. Artists often select subjects for their canvas from legends of the Virgin 
and the saints. There is a flavour of medievalism given to poetry and to architectare. 
Many who hold to Protestant truth in the main think it shows a certain superiority 
to manifest charity and even affection to the so-called Catholic Church. The tide 
of fashion has set in that direction, although it runs as yet with very moderate force. 
Certainly all to whom Protestantism is something more than a mere hereditary 
tradition are bound to be up and doing. The battle is not lost,—very far from it ; 


bat it may be lost if we are not alive to the danger, and strain every nerve to 


oppose it. + 


We are informed from Rome that some more perversions have taken place. 
This time it has been from among the American Protestants, and, as is so frequently 
the case, those who have gone over to the Popish Ohurch are ladies. On such the 
fascinating effect of the system appears to tell with peculiar foree. On the other 
hand, Monseigneur Savarese has partaken of the Holy Communion in the American 
Episcopal Church. Unfortanately, however, he has not seen his way to become a 
Protestant out and out, but professes to remain a member of the Catholic Church, 
though not in communion with the Pope. He takes up im Italy a position corres- 
ponding to that of Father Hyacinthe (Loyson) in France. In a position like this, 
halting between two opinions, he will not be likely to accomplish much. 


The friends of Italy will be glad to hear that a movement has taken place which 


promises to bring about union between the Evangelical Churches. It has been — 


conditions? This is the first real step made after so mach talk about union. The 


| 
a larger committee in 
Florence, which will include representative men belonging to all the denominations 
im proportion to their numbers. To this larger committee will be submitted the 
question of anion and co-operation between Evangelical Italian Churehes. The Board 
of the Free Church has approached the Evangelization Board of the Waldensian 
Charch with a letter, in which are the three following questions: (a) Is the union 
between the two Churches desired ? a iin 
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Waldensjan Board will have no difficulty in answering the first question in the 
affirmative. Its President, Signor M. Prochet, desires that union, and is 
quite prepared to go a good length to nieet the brethren of the other Church. Let 
us hope that the Lord of the harvest may bring that union to full realization, and 


that it may prove, indeed, s great blessing to Italy. 


The news about Christian work proceeding in the American Colleges is very 
gratifying. The last Thursday of January is set apart all over the United States as 
a special day of prayer for colleges and schools. In several instances the 
observance of this day has been an occasion of religious revival in the seminaries. 
The students who are already Christians have been making efforts to gain over their 
fellows to a profession of personal faith. Of late there has been much of this 
awakening. Observation of the results of former revivals in colleges justifies 
confidence in the genuine character of such movements, as a large proportion of 
eminent preachers and Christian laymen were converted in college. During recent 
years intercollegiate Christian work has been inaugurated and developed, and there 
is now an extensive organization in connexion with the Young Men's Christian 
Association. Religious work has thus been stimulated in many educational 
institutions, and the work is now placed on a permanent basis. Mr. Wishard, a 
Princeton graduate, is employed, as secretary, to promote and extend the movement 
through all the American colleges. 


Mr. Bright’s letter in reply to Mr. Augustine Jones, of Providence, Rhode 
Island, closes with sentiments with which every Christian must concur. He says: 
“ The question of peace claims the sympathy of all Christian nations. On your 
continent we may hope yoar growing millions may henceforth know nothing of war. 
None can assail you, and you are anxious to abstain from mingling in the quarrels 
of other nations. We in England are not free from blame, but with us the love of 
peace is increasing, and no Government can engage in war without risking and even 
losing the support of our people. We are so involved with territory and populations 
over half the globe, that difficulties are almost constantly arising, and our danger of 
war is greater than that of any other nation. I am, however, confident that our 
feeling against war is sensibly increasing, and I trust and believe the moral sense of 
our people will more and more condemn it.j England and your United States are two 
nations, but I always like to regard them as one people. On them the growth of 
all that is good in the world greatly depends.” 


The question of gambling is one which demands more attention than it has of 
late received. There has been a disposition to forget it, although it is a potent 
source of evil. Some sad news is reported from Monte Carlo, the home of gambling 
and of suicide. It is calculated by a local paper that in the past year sums 
amounting to 12,000,000 francs have been lost at the tables, and of the ruined 
gamesters fifty committed suicide. Mr. Fawcett, in addressing the Post Office 
employés, said that the two great sources of mischief among them were drinking and 
betting. Of the evils of intemperance we are continually hearing, but comparatively 
little is said of the injurious effects of gambling. It is looked om as an evil of a 
bye-gone day, and it is a matter of congratulation that the passion for it does not 
prevail so extensively as it used to do. Society was once thoroughly permeated 
with a spirit of play. Gambling is now illegal, but it continues to flourish in many 
forms. The mischief it does is incalculable. As soon as people begin to bet they 


are on the fair way to ruin, The temptations to ae Qe 
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of races and other events on which money may be staked. The greed for gain 
with the love of excitement to exercise a fascination on its victim. Like 


power than law, and if it were thoroughly set against the evil, would soon bring it 


The death of the Bishop of Ripon has removed another good man and faithful 
toiler from the ranks of the Evangelical party in the Church of England. In his first 
living at St. John's, Clapham, his powers as an eminent preacher were developed. 
When, after six years, he accepted the ardaous pastorate of St. Giles-in-the-Fields, 
he said it was like coming from a cultivated flower garden to a moral wilderness, But 
here, too, his untiring industry and attractive eloquence soon drew around him a band 
of devoted fellow-workers and an attached congregation of rich and poor. In 1850, 
on the death of his uncle, the Rey. Edward Bickersteth, of Watton, he became one 
of the Honorary Secretaries of the Irish Charch Missions, and this office he held 
all through his ministry at St. Giles’ ; retaining, indeed, the most cordial love for that 
society to his life's end. At the close of 1856, when he was only forty years of 
age, he was made Bishop of Ripon. At that time he was known as the only Bishop 
whose eloquence as a preacher approached that of Bishop Wilberforce. His own 
diocese, however, was his delight ; there he was best known and loved. It was 
not only his genial courtesy to all, nor his singular felicity of utterance, nor his 
indefatigable labours in journeying and preaching and correspondence, which 
gave him universal inflaence in that wide section of Yorkshire, but his unflinching 
adherence to the Evangelical principles of the Reformed Church, and his downright 
honesty in avowing them. After his appointment, the Bishop consecrated 155 
churches; and in August, 1862, the Ripon Diocesan Training College was opened 
free of debt. 


& the breaking up for the Easter holidays, at the Pastors’ College, Mr. 
Spurgeon dismissed the stadents with a little advice, sound, sensible, and thoroughly 
characteristic. “ Now,” said he, ‘ you will have a brief holiday. If you talk at 
meetings, talk sense; if you preach, preach as well as you can. Your chief 
business, however, will be to take things remarkably easy. And don’t get courting ; 
that is not good for students. Keep yourselves to yourselves. As some one has said, 
‘Come back with your hearts and mannets uncracked.’ Walk in the fields, like 
Isaac, by ail means, and meditate, but don’t lift up your eyes for Rebecca; she will 
come soon enough. 


The Petit Journal sees in the support which hasbeen given in England to 
Coligny’s monument a protest against the Radical intolerance prevailing in France. 
“It is a most anpalatable lesson,” it says, “ but we must accept it. Intolerance is 
twice intolerable when it emanates from so-called champions of liberty, equality, 
and fraternity.” The French Protestant papers express their deep gratitude for the 
generous response which has been made to Pasteur Bersier and the Marquis de 
Jeaucourt. That French Protestantism is gaining ground and accomplishing a grand 
mission in France, is made very evident by a small book just published, “ Hier et 
Aujourd’hui,” by Westphal-Castelnau, of Montpellier. It is a treasury of interesting 
and reliable information on the present condition of Protestantism in France. It 
reminds us that in 1809 there were in France not 150 pastors, whereas in 1884 we 
reckon 900, and 1,200 if we include Alsace. . | 


| 
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There appeared, a few weeks ago, in the columns of the Timer a declaration 
respecting the Conference of the Evangelical Alliance proposed to be held at 
Stockholm. This declaration was signed by the Archbishop of Upsala, and by several 
Bishops and Professors of Theology at the Universities of Upsala and Land. The 
gist of it is that the signatories believe that the present time is unseasonable for 
holding a Conference at Stockholm, ‘on account of tho peculiar relations within our 
Church, especially with respect to the position which certain Dissenters assume 
towards the Church.” It goes on to say that those Bishops and Professors would 
take no part in such a Conference, and that their views are those of a very large 
majority of the Swedish clergy. A reply was published to this declaration by Mr. 
Arnold, the Secretary of the Alliance, in which he points out that some Bishops and 
Professors had promised to take part in the proceedings, and had not signed the 
declaration ; also a cordial invitation had been sent from Stockholm, signed br 
representative clergy and influential lay members of the Latheran Church, as weil as 
by a few leading Dissenters. The object had been to hold a Scandinavian Conference 
in a place easily accessible to the Christian people of Sweden, Norway, and Denmark. 
We have now the pleasure of announcing that it has been decided to hold the Eighth 
General Conference of the Evangelical Alliance in the Danish capital, from August 
30 next to September 7. In Sweden and Norway, as well as in Denmark itself, 
much interest has been awakened in regard to the proposal, and a large number of 
Scandinavian Christians will embrace this the first opportunity of meeting in one of 
their own countries their fellow-Christians from all nations. Influential representa- 
tives from the various European and other Branches of the Alliance, some forty 
delegates from the United States of America, and a still larger number of British 
visitors, will, it is expected, attend the gathering. The previous General Conferences 
of the Alliance have proved to be seasons of special interest to the Christian Church 
at large, and it is confidently believed that the forthcoming assembly will be as 
important in its results as those which have preceded it in London, Paris, Berlin, 
Geneva, Amsterdam, New York, and Bile. _ : 


The Committee of the Wyclif Quincentenary Commemoration have issued their 
programme, and from this it appears that it is proposed to hold meetings in London 
on May 21 next, the anniversary of the condemnation of the Reformer’s doctrines at 
Blackfriars. The points which will be especially dealt with on this occasion are 
Wyclif's efforts for (1) the deliverance of this country from foreign spiritual 
domination, (2) the circulation of the Scriptures in the vulgar tongue, and (*) 
the bringing of the Gospel message, both by speech and writing, to the very doors 
of the people. It has been arranged that the Commemoration shali comprise a 
special religious service in the church of the parish in which Wyclif’s doctrine was 
condemned, a popular gathering at Exeter Hall, and a conference at the Mansion 
House, for the purpose of discussing’ schemes for doing permanent honour to 
Wyclif’s memory—as, for example, by the publication of his yet unprinted works. 
Arrangements will also be made for the delivery of introductory sermons on May 18 
(Rogation Sunday). Other methods of procedure will doubtless be proposed 
elsewhere, in the adoption of which the co-operation of the London Committee will 
no doubt be asked for and granted. It is farther hoped that on this or some other 
appropriate day, either in May or at the close of the year, opportunity will be taken 
of suitable occasions - to deliver sermons and lectures in connexion with the 


Quincentenary Commemoration. 
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LITERARY. | 
Ir has been said that scepticism lies at the root of science. tay bo people take 
th for granted they are incapable of real knowledge. philosopher, 
whoever be an, refased to believe whet his forefathers hed held for trath through- 
out untold generations. He was a born doubter; and so he became s thinker and a 
‘seer. Having made the fortunate discovery of his own ignorance, he set his foot, 
by that happy accident, on the lowest rang of the ladder of knowledge ; and men 
have been climbing it ever since by repeating the same process. Now it is all 
very well to be aware of your ignorance when, in point of fact, you are in the dark ; 
bat when a man has got into the light, and does not know if it is light or not, what 
shall we say of him? He must either have eyes like a moping owl, or he must be 
shutting his eyes on purpose. Such a man need not give himself any airs of 
superiority. His doubt shows his own imbecility, and nothing else. For people to 
imagine they know, when they do not, is conceit and folly; but for people not to 
| know, when they might know very well if they liked, is a great deal worse. It is a 
is in question that men begin to boast of 
their ignorance, Tax a man with knowing nothing about business or politics, and 
he will fly into a passion. He will tell you pretty roundly that he understands a 
areat deal more about them than you do yourself. It is only your own ignerance that 
keeps you from seeing how clever he is, and well up in all that kind of thing. But 
talk to him about something better, and he at once changes his tune. He gives you 
to understand that he is of too exalted an intellect to profess any acquaintance with 
matters like these. He leaves them to the common run of men who do not know 
better than to imagine that they really know something about them. Sach pride in 
ignorance is an insufferable piece of impudence. It is a great deal worse. It is a 
crime against reason and conscience. Its effect is to dwarf a man in every way, 
intellectually and morally. It is conviction that makes a man strong as well as . 
happy. The race of doubters in the great region of spiritual verities have done 
nothing for the good of mankind. They have not been reformers or missionaries, 
much less apostles. Some may need a kind and wise word to help them out of their 
perplexities. We have great pleasure in telling them where they may find a few 
such. There is a very little and very pretty book, which is very racy and full of 
sterling matter. It is called “ The Clue of the Maze” (Passmore and Alabaster), 
written by Mr. C. H. Spurgeon, when at Mentone. Here he takes the bewildered 
one by the hand, and shows him the way out of the labyrinth. We congratulate Mr. 
Spurgeon that even in his illness he has been able to do something so pleasing and 


useful, while we most sincerely hope that the next time he goes to Menione it will 
not be on account of his health. 


The Authorized Version of the Bible has become so deeply associated with the 

_ Teligious literature and spiritual life of this country, that it seems hardly possible to 
replace it by any other. The Revised Version is fitted to be very useful to careful 
and exact readers, and it is desirable that there should be a pretty general 
acquaintance with it asa book of reference, and for purposes of comparison. It 
would be a pity if the time and learning spent on it should be lost by its falling into ~ 
neglect. There is not much sign, however, of it superseding the honoured and 
beloved version which has been in use so long. If the advantages of more advanced 
textual study could be combined with the preservation of the familiar reading, it 


wouid be « great matter for those who love and pore over the holy book. We have 
noted various attempts which have been made to put the mere English reader as nearly 
a8 possible in the position of one who is acquainted with the original languages, in so 
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far as an acourate apprehension of the verbal text is concerned. In the “ English- 
man's Bible,” by Thomas Newberry (Hodder and Stoughton) we welcome another 
effort in this direction. It professes to give “the sccurecy, precision. and certainty, 
of the original Hebrew and Greek Scriptures om the page of the Authorized Version.” 
This is accomplished by system of marks and peculiarities in the printing, by which 
the presence or absence of the Hebrew article, the tenses of the Hebrew verb, the 
divine titles, and other important points are distinguished. It is a very useful edition 
of the Scriptures, and is of such a size as to be very available for use. 


The point on which Romanists lay the principal stress in their controversy with 
Protestants is the doctrine of the Church. They are anxious to do this for two 
reasons. They think they have something to say on the questions of what the 
Church ia, and what are its distinguishing marks and prerogatives, which is more 
plausible than anything they can urge in regard to their special doctrines or other 
points ; and they have found by exporience that the discussion of this topic is more 
favourable than that of any other in making converts to Popery. This is one 
reason ; and another is, that if they are successful on this point, it supersedes all need 
of discussing any other, for the practical result is to put the Charch in the place of 
God, or, at least, of His Holy Word, as the supreme authority to which all men are 
bound to yield implicit obedience. Rome claims to be the true Church, and the only 
Church, outside of which there is no salvation. She does not admit the validity of 
the appeal to the Scriptures which is made by Protestants. This idea of the “ Church 
Catholic” enters into the teaching of “ Anglicanism,” and constitutes its most 
dangerous element. The subject has been forcibly dealt with by the Rev. Charles 
Ballock, s.p., in a book entitled ‘‘ What Church ?” to which is added a correspondence 
with Cardinal Manning, under the heading, “The Only Faith and Fold.” It 
puts the points of the controversy clearly and convincingly. 


From the same firm and author we have “ Half-hearted Churchmen,” which 
is the reprint of a correspondence carried on in Church Bells with various 
writers. The idea of “ What is the True Church?” underlies the correspondence, 


which is worth reading. 


A CENTURY OF THE MONTHLY CONCERT OF PRAYER. 
Tux idea of concert in prayer is not of recentorigin. In 1744, an attempt was made 
by a number of Scotch ministers to secure more united and concerted prayer for a 
general effusion of the Holy Spirit “on all the churches of the Redeemer, and on 
the whole habitable earth.” The Saturday afternoon and Sabbath morning of each 
week, and more solemnly the first Tuesday of each quarter of the year, were specially 
commended to Christians for such seasons of agreeing intercession. Many pious 
hearts in Great Britain, and some on this side of the ocean, caught the flame of this 
quickening influence, and “praying societies” were gathered and maintained in 
various places, in both countries, The sacred fire touched the heart of our own 
Jonathan Edwards, who was moved to write an elaborate essay, entitled “ An humble 
attempt to promote explicit agreement and visible union of God’s people in 
extraordinary prayer for the revival of religion and the advancement of Christ's 
kingdom on earth.” These efforts culminated at length in a resolution by the 
Nottingham Association of Baptist Ministers, in June, 1784, “recommending the 
setting apart of the first Monday evening in every month for prayer for the extension 
of the Gospel.” A memorandum of Andrew Faller, July 9, 1784, is: “ Read to our 
friends this evening a part of Edwards's ‘ Attempt to promote prayer for a revival of 
eeligion, te excite them to a like practice.” 


a 
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of the first missionaries of the American Board, in 1812. But the observance of 
this concert did not gain very general prevalence until the year 1815, when it was 
urged-and enforced by the Panoplist, of which magazine the Missionary Herald is a 
continuation, and almost immediately introduced by large and increasing numbers of 
local churches. After some twenty years it was found that not a few pastors and 
churches, from the difficulty of gathering a full attendance upon Monday evening 
had transferred the concert to the first Sabbath evening of the month. 

There is some reason to fear that, with the present generation of Christian 
believers, this concert has less interest and sacredness than with the generation 
retiring. They felt that it was as divine as the very institution of missions; that 
the Charch at home vould not otherwise obey the command to go forth preaching the 
Word to the ends of the earth ; and that it was treachery to the Lord, and to those 


whom they had sent forth in their name to disciple all nations, to lay upon them 


such a commission, and send forth with them no volame of united, agreeing prayer. 
Shall not this monthly Missionary Concert of Prayer, if it has decayed, be 
revived? or, if it abides, be greatly reinvigorated in power? Select the most con- 


- Wenient evening in the first week of each month. Set it apart, and consecrate it, 


and make it sacred to this observance. Write a vow before God in your closet to 
keep this Concert of Prayer. Come, young and old; come in fair weather and foul ; 


come fresh or weary ; come to please Jesus, to take upon your willing hearts the 
tender pressure of His last command; and your souls will reap a full reward; the 
welcome of your waiting Lord will greet you and rest upon you, and the world’s 
redemption will be hastened on.— Missionary Herald. 


Foreign 


the wages of officers and servants not salaried? 
by the church, expenses for ornaments, sacred 


i of church 
revenues, are obliged to provide the lodging 
of the ministers where there is no parsonage- 


house, and also the heavy costs of large 
repairs in religious buildings when these 
buildings are communal. The lack of 
parsonages leads in many cases to the lack of 
pastors; this is especially the case with 
Protestants. It seems but a small question, 
but while Church and State are united by 
the silver cord, it is an important one. 

work is on in the ranks of the 


The circle of charehes scting upon this suggestion widened, thoagh somewhet 
slowly, every year. A few American churches, it is believed, kept alive the 
| | Quarterly Concert, from its institution before the middle of the last century. A few 
: t: more the of the Concert at about the time of the sailing 
| 
FRANCE. 
| [From our own Correspondent. } 
| Tue Senate having dropped the municipal | vessels, etc., the expense of keeping in repair 
article which obliged the Communes to assist | religious edifices, and even the heavy costs of 
ae necessitous churches, the Chamber of Deputies | large repairs where necessary. The com- 
voted the municipal law. But the Senate 
| objected to the mode of election of municipal 
| councillors of Paris, and overturned by 170 
to 69 the projected division of the capital 
into large sections for voting, which would 
| have thrown France into the hands of 
the Radicals. The De Pressensé amendment, 
. which would charge the communes with all 
the church expenses for which the vestries 
had not sufficient resources, and which passed 
: the Senate by a majority of one, was also 
rejected by 375 against 95. The law makes 
the Fabriques, even if the revenues be in- 
sufficient, pay the salaries of vicaires, when Mi in. 
4 the Bishop has acknowledged the necessity, | avail 3 
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police; and in the Salle Lévis, in Paris, 
meeting was most riotous, blows even 
exchanged. The strikes in the ; 

‘ departments are not yet ended ; and a w: 
lately injared in a dynamite explosion 
treated the magistrates not to 
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with the Madura Mission, of a new Sunday-echool started in a village under the very eaves 
of a heathen temple, He says: “A week ago, Pastor Barnes and I went to a village in 
which an old man of the thief caste is s candidate for baptism. We drove two miles and 
walked three or four more t reach the place. If this old man prove a true servant of 
Christ, as he claims to be, it will be the beginning of a good work in that region, where, I 
suppose, there has never yet been a Christian comvert. A new Sunday-school which I have 
started in Tirupurangundram, the village nearest to us, is one of great interest tome. This 
Village is famous for the temple of Subramanian, another|incarnation of the same god, Skanda 
that is worvhipped in Palani. Skanda was the son of Siva. Every Monday aod Friday are 
feasts are held in his homour, and special festivals that draw occur during the 
day-echool, which forms the basis of the school, The day is taught by « 
: friendly Hindu, and is attended by Hindu boys connected in various ways with the temp'e, 


as it is in close connexion with 
principal 
who, no doubt, would aid 


point. It might become one of our 


seems a very desirable 
reached from that 
California 
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CHINA. 
; ager writes: “In the Au Fuk region there is also another large field waiting to 
be opened ; but here, as everywhere else, they are unwilling to permit us to have @ house for 
preaching purposes. This place, 
Macao, and could easily be 
© work. At present there is no work done in Macao by any Protestant denomination, and 
it would seem, perhaps, to fall to our lot in the future to open « mission station there, where 
| missionarieé laboured. Early missionary efforts failed, but I hope and trust that, 


SVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


145 
his field, we may be able to do 
id, that these heathen can be 
with Mr. Jones, we ascended a 
We feel ourselves as drop 
and millions of people that 

wiedom aad Christian faith 
and do the work which 
we hope to make use of the 
pleasant home than this land, 
Gospel.’ China is being 
when we need preachers, who 
that the windows of heaven 
hese Chinese lips to preach the 
Shantang, in North China: “ 
tle, low meeting-house, three 
one hundred present in the 
~ man, a fortune-teller, was ¢ 
fifty at the Communion, twent 
fellow whose leg was amputat 
ame ever since. We reminded 
periah,’ to which he cordially 
miles from us. He finds it har 
one A.M. so as to reach the 
examined, received, baptized, s; 
again for hishome. He has t 
but never happened here w 
AFRICA. 
| (Boston), Mr. Fay speaks as fc 
; “They are not what can be c 
yppment of their fetishes, Bat 
pat to shame the faith of many 
effected For exam 
i taken hold upon him, and 
the doctor had treated him, I 
y places, to obtain blood for tl 
i one who did not believe in 
courage. All this must have < 
ir faith in these things did not 
ated, it began to be evident. Ox 
rom the blackness of fetishism 
Intelligencer the Rev. P. O'F ia 
ore dangerous, and that is 
worship which‘ it has been 1 
1 the heart of the simple-minde< 
th its charms. It is a syst 
phies, ite priests and priestesses, a 
of medicine, It is strengthened 
, It is a mixtare of xandr 
carnate takes the place of Chr 
Christianity. It is Satan's 
I am certain, of the simple 
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; Mar membership of the Alliance ached fifty, though we have, t 

: friends and contributors. The report from Manisa speaks of the present work 

: of the efforts made by the American Board for the evangelization of the Gr 

i organization of the first Evangelical church there, the ordinatien of its first 

: admission of three members to the church on confession, and of two 

3 received. The Manisa Committee bas collected during the year more that 

i$ cash, and fourteen dollars more in goods—a larger sum than ever before. 

3 contributed to the Church Building Fund, and for the help of their ¢ 

F reports continued interest and encouragement. The members of the A 
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are gradually increasing. Although the opposition from without 
some of our best men have been bitterly tried, yet all have stood 

future looks more bright. The religious interest in this city 
of grace in those who have declared themselves for Chriet, and in the 
to our communion, but chiefly in the opposition that has rendered 
the common talk in the market, aud in the crowding of the hall! 


sas 


2 
2. 


not been without a blessing to some at a distance. One of the most hope! 
become so interested that he sent us a generous sum for the Alliance, and for 
of religious books, Another welcomed the colporteurs in a town notoriously opposed to 
Bible. He bought a copy, and, with ten others, spent the night in reading it. This 


casting the cross into the sea, and has prevented the common priests from visiting the market 
aod sprinkling the shops on the day of Epiphany. They also appoint two persona to preach 
every Sanday afternoon, and during the fast to preach twice every Sunday. The cry for 

becomes louder and louder from the Greek-speaking people. In order to increase 
the efficiency of the Alliance, a Women’s Branch has been organized with ten members, 
There are some doors wide open, and as soon as the means can be raised, aud the men appear, 
we mean to enter them.” 

Mr. W. N. Chambers, of Erzroom, of date December 14, gives a very full and 
interesting account of a recent tour through the Caucasus, in company with the pastor of the 
Erzroom Charch, the Rev. Mr. Lashgean. His statement of the condition of affairs at Kara- 
Kala will be received with special interest. This village, it will be remembered, has been 
newly built by Protestant families, on a tract granted ly the Russian Government, the site 
of a vijege destroyed in the Russo-Turkish War. “ The villege has adopted a very good 
constitution. I translate a few of the rules, which I found in the Mrshag, a Gregorian- 
Armenian paper published in Tiflis. It praised very higlily the village, ite constitation, and 
people, and declared that this village of Protestants has established in its midst reforms 
which some leaders in the old Charch have tried long and vainly to institute. Zaws.—(1.) All 
the people of Kara-Kala must dress in simple and cheap style. (2.) Both men and women of 
the people of Kara-Kala must discard all sorts of gol! ornaments, with the exception of 
memorial rings or such like articles, which are allowed those who wish them. (3.) Perfect 
freedom of choice must be accorded both to young men and women in the matter of 
marriage. The parents are prohibited from using any sort uf force or constraint in order to 
accomplish their pleasure, as is the usual custom among Asiatic communities. It is also 
forbidden that young people marry before the proper marriageable age has been attained. 
(4.) Bargaining by money in any way, that hermfal custom in accordance with which the 
young man, even in his poverty, must increase his debt by giving a few hundred roubles to 
the parents of the young woman in order to receive his bride, is strictly probibited, with the 
exception of a few amall presents and the necessary expenses. (5.) Dowry.is probibited— 
that is, the custom of giving a portion to the girl. The parents may give a suit of clothes to 
the daughter. One suit of clothes and a ring the bridegroom must bring as « present when 
the bride is taken to her home. (6.) All sorts of superfluous customs are to be avoided. 
For the wedding and for necessary invitations, extravagant and wasteful expenditure, the use 
of liquor, dancing, and barmful games are prohibited. (7.) The use of intoxicating liquor, 
except as a medicine, is strictly prohibited in the village. Thirteen houses of Molokaus 
petitioned for places in the village, but only five families bave settled. After a very pleasant 
visit, we left Kara-Kala for Hulijan, which we reached the second day. Toward evening of 
the first day, we came to a fork in the road, and took what appeared to be the most direct 
way, but soon found that we had turned aside. Meeting two men, we asked them the most 
direct road to Hulijan. At the mention of Halijan, they inquired if we had come from 
Kara-Kala, saying that they were of Kara-Kala village. They directed us to the village 
of Byrakdar, saying, ‘Go to the house of Hagop, the chief man.’ Reaching the house, my 
companion entered the guest-room, and in a moment returned to the door and said, ‘ We are 
fortunate ; the first thing I found was  well-thumbed Bible.’ ‘Why,’ we said to the man, 
‘do you read the Bible? We also read it, and have come to preach its traths.’ ‘If so, 


blessed be God,” he answered, ‘for as yet I have bad no one to siRiibiiaicitecc, ? Saaaban 


became interested while in this city on business. Another is fighting a noble battle against 
relatives and friends. Also many copies of the Scriptures have been purchased in and 
around the city. Public sentiment bas led the Charch to abandon the barbarous custom of 


> 
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has just seen New Year's Day observed 
calling and other festivities, the Christians held a large 
the afternocn, also obeerving a special season of private prayer during a time in the 
morning, at their respective homer. It was purely a native idea. We never should have 
dared such an innovation. There is an evident desire in several of the churches to 
utilize fully the Week of Prayer. The year 1883 was a year of remarkable blessings for 
Jepan, but our native frieuds are praying and hoping that 1884 may prove still richer and 
. if more fruitful. One of our largest churches has just added to its regular committees one on 
. | marrisges. Its special function will be to consider all cases where a Christian proposes to 
marry a heathen. Unless the latter gives promise of soon becoming a believer, the match 


= 
on 


= 
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most of the churches. It is hoped that a similar step will be taken by other churches, #0 
that eligible candidates may be passed back and forth. I need not 
not proposed by a missionary.” 


INTERNATIONAL GENERAL CONFERENCE—COPENHAGEN. 
SEPTEMBER 1—7, 1884. 


Tue Council Jately notified to the Christian public that insuperable difficulties had arisen 
to prevent the proposed General Conference being held at Stockholm as announced. This 
disappointment, after eighteen months of preparation, has been felt severely, not only in this 
| kingdom, but aleo in other countries ; but the great desire felt for a Scandinavian Conference 
- i will, through God’s overraling providence, yet be realized, 

= | The Council have the great pleasure to announce that the Danish Branch bave cordially 
_ invited the Evangelical Alliance to hold the Eighth General Conference at Copenhagen in 
s i ‘ the first week of September next. The invitation has been warmly accepted, and, at the 
; 3 request of their Danish friends, the London Council have undertaken to assist in making 
s the arrangements, and also in providing a fund to meet the necessary outlay. 

a ii They appest; in the name of the Great Head of the Church, to the sympathy of all 
| His true followers ; they ask for their prayers, that grace and wisdom may be given to 
enable them to fulfil this service for Christ and His people, and they earnestly solicit 
contributions towards meeting the cx penses—estimated at about £700. 

An International Conference of this character will be « noble manifestation of the unity 
of the Body of Christ, and, whilst communicating, by the Spirit’s power, a mighty impulse 
to vital religion, will aleo prove a valuable protest against superstition and infidelity. 

It is hoped that a large number of members and friends of the Alliance from 
parts of the United Kingdom will avail themselves of this opportunity for Christian 
intercourse. As negotiations are progressing with a view to reduced fares and hotel tariffs, 
it is desirable that those who may intend to be present should give eerly intimation to the 
Secretaries, at- 7, Adam Street, Strand, London. 


° Contributions will be thankfully received ly the Treasurer or the Secretaries. 


5 


uf 


’ 
to me.’ In the evening, the priest and several of the villagers came in, and before them all 
é: we got the story of Hagop, the chief man. About three years ago, a man having 
a Bible, and wishing to get rid of it as a useless thing, sold it to Hagop. Not being 
: able to read himself, he caused it to be read aloud by one of the family every day. ‘Why, 
be raid, ‘before this book came to my band, I was a rough, wicked man. The whole 
+ village was afraid of me. It was by my word the priest acted, and when I pleased I drove 
- him out and brought in another in his place.’ All present, even the priest, testified that 
such was the case.” 
JAPAN, 
| In the Missionary Herald, Mr. Pettee writes from Okayama, January 4: “ Okayama 
go-between, this new move is quite in keeping Wi e o , 
there are unmarried men than women in 
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CONVERSAZIONE AT THE MANSION HOUSE. 


The Council have already bad the pleasure to announce that, by the kind invitation of 
the Lord Mayor (Alderman Fowler, u.p.) and the Lady Mayoress, the annual Conversazions _ 
of the Evangelical Alliance will be held (p.v.) at the Mansion House, on Tuesday evening, 
May 20. 

Representatives from several of the Continental Branches of the Alliance are expected 
to be present and take part in the proceedings. The Rev. Professor Philip Scheff, p.v., 
u.D., of New York, Hon. Secretary of the American Branch, and the Rev. Canon Fleming, 
M.A., B.D., Hon, Secretary of the British Branch, among others, will give addresses. It is 


hoped that there will be a large gathering 
Evangelical Charches ; and coming together 
intercourse, the presence.and blessing of the Lord will, it is prayerfully anticipated, be 
largely realized. 

Friends at a distance who expect to be in London at the time are requeste! at once tu 
communicate with the Secretaries, in order that cards of invitation may be forwarded. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


The usual monthly meeting of Council was Moorhouse, E*q., Manchester. 
held on Thursday, April 10, the Treasurer 
presiding. The Scriptures were read by the gehen Dizen, Bee. Manchester. 

ny Be T. Deviee-Colley, Raq , Manchester. 


Rev. J. 8. Russell. Mrs. Davies-Coll anchester 
The following persons were unanimously TE 
admitted to membership :— Rev. W. Gardner, Southampton. 
Mrs. H. H. Noltenius, Liverpool. Rev. R. Baas Southampton. 
Miss Synge, Li Rev. 8. B. ing, Southampton. 
Mrs. Geog iverpool. Rev. R. Vint, Boa pton. 
Rev. Robert , Liverpool. C. Barnett, 1 Southampton. 
Mrs. Von Ziegler Rev. P. Griffith, Southampton. 
E. Esq jan., Mr. Carter, Southampton. 
Miss Li Mr. J. Horsey, Southam 
Lous Miss A. Burnett, Southampton. 
~- Miss H Liverpool. - Miss E. G. Burnett, Southampton 
Dr. Williams, Liverpool. Miss F. J. Burnett, Southampton. 
Mrs. Williams, Liverpool. Miss J. Guy, Southam 
Miss W Liverpool. Mrs. Carpenter, Sou 
Miss E. Williams, Liverpool. Miss Eva M ter, Southamp‘on. 
Mrs. E. Nicholson, Li iss Ma ter, Southam 
Miss Florence iverpool. Mr. G. Y. Mercer, Southam 
Miss ‘Parley, Liverpeo 0. ton. 
Mrs. H. M. Drysdale, Liverpool. erom. Garnett, Esq., Bolton. 
Miss Ada R. Paterson, Li Mrs. Garnett, Bolton. 
Miss H. Houghton, Li Mi 
Miss D. H ton, Liverpool. re. Mi im on 
Mise Howth Liverpool. Mrs. Margaret Winkley, Harrow 
Hugh Hamil ., Cheltenham. Mrs. 
Brunnsch weiler 
Mrs. Mrs. C. Green Blackheath. 
Oscar Brannschweiler, Esq , Manchoster Fred. D. Lewin, Esq., Blackheath. 
Miss L. Watson, Manchester. Mrs. Lewin, Blackheath. 
os. Storey Bates, Manchester. no. Kirtlan mond. 
Mrs. Sarah , Manchester. Mrs. Sweedland, Richmond. 
Mr. W. 7 Manchester. Mrs. Gane, Richmond. 
Mr. Peter Royle, Manchester. Rev. John Rate, Richmond. 
Mr. Peter Foulds, Manchester. Charles Burt, Richmond. 
RK. B. Taylor, Eeq., Manchester. Mrs. Chappell, 
Rev. Silas Manchester. Miss Baker, Richmond. 
Jno. Pritchard, , Manchester. Miss Rachel Sanders, Richmon¢. 
Mr. Jno, Bury, Manchester. Miss , Richmond. 
Mrs. Ede, Manchester. Mrs. Bond, Richmond. 
Mrs. Samuel Gamble, Manchester. Mrs. Lewis, Richmond. 
Miss Waller, Wilkinson, | 
Richard Bealey, Eeq., Manchester iss Trenchard, Richmon 
Miss Dickenson, Charles McClure, Esq., Greenwich. 


3 


Mra. Rorgstrom, Brighton. | 
ornbackle_ Bn 
Mra. Grimke, Newton-le Willows. 
Madame de Ramsay, Sweden. 
DEPUTATION WORK. 
a Lieut.-Genersl Field reported on deputa- 
+ . tion work [see p. 151], and also read « report 
of a drawing-meeting at Brighton, at which 
Mr. Arnold attended. 

The Mouncil desired thet their best thauks 
le conveyed to thore ladies and gen‘'lemen 
who have opened their houses for meetings 
on behalf of the Alliance. 


DEPUTATION VISIT TO DENMARK. 


General Field reported that the Secretary, 
Mr. Arnold, with the Hon. and Rev. E. 
V. Bligh had left on deputation visit to 
Copenhagen on March 27th, in accordance 
with resolution of the last Council meeting, 
and afier correspondence with the Danish 
Committee, to endeavour to arrange for the 
General Conference t» be held in that city 
instead of at Stockholm. 


* 


COPENHAGEN CONFERENCE. 
mm Report from the Deputation at Copen- 
hagen, with letter from Dr. Kalkar, and the 
reprint of a communication which had been 
rent by the Deputation to the Jimes news- 
-_ 9 peper, were presented to the Council by the 
Secretary. 
‘f, The papers having been read, the Council 
expressed their thankfulness to God fur the 
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DEPUTATION VISIT TO DENMARK. 


ciation of the zeal and ability with which the 
Deputation had fulfilled their task. They 
uvanimously offered their best thanks to the 
Hon. and Rev. E. V. Bligh and Mr. Arnold, 


the prospect now affurded by the General 
Conference being convened at Copenhagen.” 


f The Council requested the Secretaries to 
s draw up a circular communicating to the 


branches of the Evangelical Alliance the | 


alandonmeut of Stockholm as the place of 
assembly, and the General Conference would 
be (D.v.) held in Copenhagen. 


SWEDISH DECLARATION, 


- 


several of the foreign Branches, approving 
the proposal for the Conference to be held in 
Copenhagen. 

IRISH BRANCH, 


The Hon. and Rey. E. V. Bligh reported 


: The Secretary reported that a Declaration 
si from the Archbishop of Upsala, and signed 
by nine Bishops. and Professors of the 
Lutheran Church, against the General Con- 


y ference being held this year at Stockholm, | 
. had appeared in the Times, The Declaration 
- was read to the Council, together with Mr. 
in Arnold's reply, which also appeared in the 


Times. 


Alliaace. To this invitation Mr. Bligh 
had replied, calling the attention of the 
Council in Dublin to the fact since 
he last visited that country on tation 
work (some three years ago) the contri- 
butions from the Irish Branch to the 

society had entirely ceased, and he, therefore, 
did not feel justified in repeating his visit 


under such circumstance. 


| A special meeting of the Council was beld 
on Friday, April 25, General Halliday, and 
ving prayer was 
offered by the Rev. J. A. Aston. 
OBITUARY. 
Reported, the death of John Curderoy, 
Erq., for many years a member of this 
Council, and for a still longer period 
Treasurer of the South London Branch of the 
| Alliance. The Secretaries were requested to 
convey to Mra. Corderoy the warm sympathy 
of this Council. 
| 
ee | "The Hon. and Rev. E. V. Bligh, and Mr. 
Arnold, Secretary, gave a report of their recent 
| visit to Denmark, and stated that the Danish 
Branch had accepted the proposal for the 
international Conference to be held this year 
: Copenhagen. An influential committee 
had been formed, and the arrangements were 
7 progressing satisfactorily. 
| i The Council warmly expressed their appre- 
‘and gratefully acknowleged the blessing of 
| God which led to the desired success. 
| | COPENHAGEN CONFERENCE. 
_ Communications were read from the Rev. 
Dr. Kalkar, on behalf of the Danish Branch, 
| stating that they cordially invited the Evan- 
| ij success of the Deputation visit, and resolved: Relical Alliance to hold its Conference in the 
“ That a reply be sent to Dr. Kalkar’s letter Demish capital this year, and expressing the 
. 4 conveying the Council’s high gratification at | bope that the British Council would render 
nn the reception given to the Deputation by the ®!! possible assistance in carrying out the 
; Danish friends, and their great satisfaction at | “*TaDgewents, as the Danish friends are 
entirely new to such an undertaking. 
| _ Communications were also read from 
| cations from the Council of the Irish 
SC“: | Branch inviting him to visit Ireland in 
order to attend meetings on behalf of the 
| “a 


~ 


gis 
| 
| 
| 
eapecially of its great On the following day, private c 
proposal for such amon that the | clergy and influential’ le 
be gladly im the Danish | in the Moravian Church 
) the Bethesda Mission } was held in whether it was possible E 
the occasion by the Lath lent for | Conference as 
ties. ‘There was a suthori- liberation, the meeting es 
after singing and large attendance, and, resolution to invite the Rveascin ie 
| presided, gave brief but Dr. Kalkar, | 
pointed address on commencing August 
cevential unity of the Church of Christ, commision wan appointed 
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THE WEEK OF PRAYER IN FOREIGN LANDS. 


number of Evangelical Christendom. 


223338 
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very 


from a number ber of 
Seeden mon cry mech weight is 
Branch of the E 
the 
have 


whieh 


“feel persuaded that their conviction and 
| a to send their 
the professors 


THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. . 


It is a most remarkable fact that the 


SCANDINAVIAN CONFERENCE OF THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. 


The following article appeared in a recent | of divinity, who have signed this manifesto, 


issue of the Dagbladet, of Copenhagen :— 


1, 1884 
of the 
| ; of Japan place in 
| rch, Toki, Rev. Hugh 
blessing and gave an sddres 
Naat, Sours he grace and power of God, 
(Impolwene), for the so remarkably manifested in 
of Prayer has | of many precious souls, and in 
enjoyed. The meetl® prosperity of the native churches. 
thie year, and the native Zala C imate relation of the observance 
: toek an active part in the same. of Prayer with every advance of 
Japax.—The following infc | in Japan was referred to, and 
from the printed report of the E y grecious answers to united 
Alliance of Japan, which ngec mentioned: The appointment 
: observance of the to Japan by three societies 
; read with great iz r the request for prayer went 
of all the native guest for prayer made from 
! . brethren in Yokoh the Week of Prayer, 1665, for 
| | Saikio, and in all 5 of the edict against Christianity, 
i rst outpoaring of God's Spirit 
} >) took place in 1872 during the 
a second 
formation 
il re all largely attex brist in 
and their people niversary 
fy the deepest interest. The | the Japan Branch of th 
wie nkegivi ite first annual 
; to with 3 originated throug 
| both the Week of Pra 
: venti here. The earn 
twin evi stian workers th 
c. Sev Prayer should 
: ablic ng been received 
irculsti cordially approved 
: pies of Committee was requested 
: te arrangements for its 
mber of P e part of native and forei 
6,000; «a ifferent parts of Japan.” 
in Japanese; A report of the observance of this second 
: labours, had eek of Prayer will be given in the next 
On one 
| 
| | U peala, 
Vai 
15, 
they 
E 
this 
: the position the Dissenters at 
in Sweden. The bishops and 
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important that Christian men shoul learn to 
understand and co-operate with one another, 


and that they should, by the manifestation of 


their union in faith and good works, offer an 
effectual opposition to the growing progress 
of superstition and infidelity. And never 


SWEDISH DECLARATION CONCERNING THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. 


The following communication from Sweden, 
under the above head, appeared in the Times 
of March 13th :— 7 

The following declaration, signed by the 
bishops and representative theologians of the 
Swedish Charch, has been forwarded to us for 
publication 

[* Translation. 

“1, In consequence of existing cireum- 
stances, we, the undersigned, beg to declare 
that on account of the peculiar relations 
within our Church, especially with respect to 
the position which certain Dissenters assume 
towards the Church, we consider it partica- 
larly unseasonable for the Evangelical Alli- 
ance at the present time to summon a General 
Conference at Stockholm. 

“2. That, if such a Conference should take 
place during the present year, we, for our 
part, decline partaking in it. 

“3. That we are sure that our conviction 
and position in this matter are those of a very 
large majority of the Swedish clergy. 

“A. N. Sunppere, Archbishop of Upsala. 

E. G. Batya, Bishop of Linképing. 

W. Fiensporc, Bishop of Land. 

C. H. Rowveren, Bishop of Carlstad. 

Fr. Fear, Pastor Primarius of Stockholm. 

A. T. Stromperc, Bishop of Strengnas. 

G. D. Buorck, Bishop of Goteborg. 

L. Lanporey, Bishop of Hernésand. 

J. Anpersson, Bishop of Wexié. 

P. Ssopvinc, Bishop of Kalmar. 

G. A. Axsov, Bishop of Wisby. 

C. A. Torts, C. A. Corwetivs, Marti 
Jouansson, H. K. vow 
Scmere, U. R. F. Sunpetm, C. J. 
Nowsy, Professors of Theology at the 
University of Upsala. 

C, Ct. A. G. L. 
M. G, Rosgnivs, P. G. Exionp, Professors 
of Theology at the University of Lund. 

“Sweden, March, 1884.” 


The Times of March 20 contained the fol- 
lowing reply from Mr. Arnold, Secretary (and 
also a leading article, from which it appeared 
that the writer entirely misunderstood the 
objects of the Alliance, imagining that it was 
a society for evangelizing purposes !) oe 


Srm,—lIn the issue of the Times of the 1 5th 


simply to state that the declaration does not 
express the views of the whole Swedish 
clergy? (1.) I find absent from the list of 
signatares the names of three of the bishops. 
One of shese prelates gave his consent to 
preside at the opening meeting of the 
proposed Conference, and another (since 
deceased) promised to take part in the 
proceedings. (2.) I observe that only six of 
the professors of the University of Upsala 
have signed the document; two at least of 
very obvious reason that they consented to 
give addresses at the Conference. (3.) It 
may be that the signatories of the declaration 
represent a majority of the Swedish clergy ; 
but this is not surprising, seeing that an 
Evangelical Conference in any country could 
not be expected to include more than a 
portion of the clergy of the National Church. 
I ask permission to mention these facts in 
order to remove any erroneous impression 
which might be formed from the communica- 
tion of the Archbishop of Upsala and his 
co-signatories. While it may be true that a 
majority of the Lutheran clergy of Sweden 
are not in favour of an Evangelical Alliance 
Conference, we are assured that thousands of 
members of that Church are anxiously 
looking for the opportanity which such a 
Conference would undoubtedly. afford for 
Christian intercourse and mutual counsel. 
The “declaration” ignores altogether the 
circumstances (well known to the bishops), 
that a cordial invitation has been sent from — 
Stockholm, signed by representative clergy 
and influential lay-members of the Lutheran. 
Church, as well as by a few leading 
Dissenters, requesting the Council of the 
Evangelical Alliance to arrange for the next 
Conference of Christians of all nations to 
meet in the Swedish capital. Another 
point was that dignitaries of the sister 
Lutheran Church in Denmark greatly wished 


| has this union been more earnestly longed 
for than in the present day.” 
That it will prove highly beneficial to the 
Danish Church to open its eyes to the 
important aim and works of the Evangelical - 
| Alliance is, I think, above all doubt. 
; | inst, there appeared a declaration, signed by 
bishops and representative theologians of the 
: | Swedish Church, concerning the proposed 
: Stockholm Conference of the Evangelical 
H Alliance. May I trespass upon your space 
it 
| 
| 
| 


“ 


4af 


| 
| 
ii 
| 
in 
Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c. 


